
If I could be anyone for a day, I would be James Bond … because …

If I were a car I would be an Aston Martin DB5.

My first experiment was mixing vinegar and baking soda in the kitchen, and the eventual scale-up.

The most important thing I learned from my students is that everyone brings a different skill set to the
group and itÏs my job to match personalities to projects.

The principal aspect of my personality is determination, which isnÏt always constructive.

My favorite author (science) is Professor Albert Eschenmoser. I admire his balance of precision and
insight.

My favorite composer is Sergei Rachmaninov (especially the piano concertos).

My favorite book is anything by Sir Walter Scott. I loved his works as a child and still enjoy them
today.

The biggest challenge facing scientists is understanding consciousness.

The most significant scientific advance of the last 100 years has been unraveling the structure of DNA,
and the eventual birth of molecular biology.

My favorite quote is “the rank is but the guineaÏs stamp” (reflecting Robert BurnsÏ fervent belief in
human equality).

My favorite molecule is Prof. David MacMillanÏs first-generation imidazolidinone. It is not only
a powerful catalyst, but a wonderful platform from which to study noncovalent interactions.

My science “hero” is Prof. Jack D. Dunitz, “the professorÏs professor”! (See Helv. Chim. Acta. 2013,
96, 539.)
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